
What is v.Clone?

Iomega v.Clone enables you to create a clone of your PC onto an Iomega hard drive, use the clone on 
another PC* as if you were working on your primary system, then sync any changes to your key document 
folders† back to your primary PC. 

This unique solution lets you take your operating system, files, settings, and applications wherever you 
take your Iomega hard drive. Plug your Iomega hard drive into an available PC and enjoy using all your 
applications, including office software, email programs, and browser favorites. Easily access, edit, and 
save files to your Iomega hard drive. No data is left behind on the secondary computer, so your files are 
kept secure. Then, sync all your data back when you return to your primary computer. Take your Iomega 
hard drive with you when you travel without the hassle of packing an entire laptop. For additional security, 
Iomega v.Clone provides quick access to your PC in case of an emergency or if your primary computer ever 
crashes.
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* You must have Administrator access to the secondary computer. v.Clone is not guaranteed to offer the same level of performance as your 
computer. The secondary computer must be capable of running the v.Clone software. v.Clone must run from your Iomega hard drive.
† See What Files and Folders Will Be Synchronized Automatically? for more information.
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Use v.Clone to:

	 •	 bring your whole environment home with you, including files and applications.

	 •	 take your work with you when you travel without the need for bulky computer equipment.

	 •	 keep a current copy of your entire computer. When disaster strikes, you will have a copy of your entire 
environment—files, applications, and operating system—that you can run immediately on an available PC*.

For more information on how you can use v.Clone, visit  www.iomega.com/vclone.

How Does v.Clone Work?

Iomega v.Clone creates a virtual image, or clone, of your computer’s primary 
hard drive on an Iomega hard drive‡. This clone includes the operating system, 
all applications (office suite applications, mail client, multimedia applications, 
etc.), text files, images, videos, and personal settings (browser favorites, 
wallpaper, etc). When you plug the Iomega hard drive into a secondary computer 
(for example, a netbook or another PC), you can run the clone as an application 
that lets you work just as if you were on your primary PC. Any revisions are saved 
to the clone on your Iomega hard drive, not on the secondary PC. When you 
re-attach the Iomega hard drive to your primary PC,  files in the key documents 
folders sync back to the primary PC. See What Files and Folders Will Be 
Synchronized Automatically? for more information.

‡ Allow approximately 2 minutes per gigabyte of data for initial image capture.

What is a Clone?

A clone is a virtual image 
that contains all of your files, 
applications, and operating 
system on your primary hard 
drive. In essence, a clone is 
a copy of your primary hard 
drive.



3What Files and Folders will be Synchronized Automatically?

After initial clone creation, v.Clone will automatically keep the following 
folders synchronized between the clone and your primary computer:

Windows® 7 / Windows Vista™

Contacts
Documents
Downloads
Favorites
Music
Pictures
Saved Games
Videos

Windows XP:
My Documents
Desktop
Favorites

v.Clone Requirements

	 •	 You need a supported NTFS-formatted Iomega hard drive* to use 
v.Clone. If your Iomega hard drive supports v.Clone, you can download 
the v.Clone application from www.iomega.com/vclone. You will need 
to enter the serial number of your Iomega hard drive.

	 •	 The primary computer and any secondary computer you use with 
v.Clone must be running a supported version of Windows (32-bit 
editions of Windows 7, Windows Vista, or Windows XP).

	 •	 You must have 1GB RAM or higher on any computer you intend to run 
v.Clone.

	 •	 You must have administrator access on any computer where you 
use v.Clone (generally not available in an Internet café or public 
computer).

	 •	 Iomega v.Clone uses a specific version of the VMware Player software. 
For best results, use only the VMware Player that is installed with 
v.Clone. Your v.Clone disk image is not guaranteed to work with other 
versions of VMware Player.

IMPORTANT! v.Clone is not guaranteed to offer the same level of performance as your primary computer. v.Clone 
is not guaranteed to work with all your software. Some software packages may require you to reenter your serial 
number. Running v.Clone or a virtual image/clone of an operating system or application may be governed by 
license agreements between yourself and the licensor of any such operating system or application.  You are 
responsible for review and compliance with any such licenses and commitments to third parties.

Installing

Your drive comes with one of three installation options:

	 1.	 The v.Clone installer is preloaded on some Iomega hard drives. Simply open your drive in Windows 
Explorer and run the install program.

	 2.	 If your Iomega hard drive included a Solutions CD, check to see if v.Clone is included on the CD.

	 3.	 Download the latest version of v.Clone from http://www.iomega.com/vclone. You may need to enter the 
serial number of your Iomega hard drive.

Launch the v.Clone installer and follow the on-screen instructions.

Is v.Clone Backup Software?

No. Although v.Clone provides 
many backup-like features, it 
is not meant to replace your 
backup software. v.Clone will 
copy the entire contents of your 
primary hard drive only when 
a clone is created or during 
a scheduled clone creation. 
v.Clone will only sync files 
contained in the key documents 
folders. See What Files and 
Folders will be Synchronized 
Automatically? for more 
information.

Is v.Clone Disaster Recovery?

No. Disaster recovery implies 
immediate access to your files 
in case of an emergency. To 
access your v.Clone image, you 
must have a computer that runs 
Windows®. v.Clone’s advantage 
is the ability to launch your 
cloned computer from any 
Windows PC with v.Clone 
installed.



4 First Run

The first time you run v.Clone, create a clone of your primary hard drive. 

To create a clone:

	 1.	 Launch the v.Clone software and click the Create Clone button. v.Clone creates a clone of your computer’s 
primary hard drive on your Iomega hard drive. If you have more than one Iomega hard drive, select the 
desired drive from the v.Clone Drive drop-down list. 

		

		  NOTE: You can create a clone of several different machines on a single Iomega hard drive (depending on 
the available space of your Iomega hard drive and the size of your computer’s hard drive). Creating a clone 
takes several hours depending on the size of your computer’s hard drive.

	 2.	 When the clone creation process is complete, v.Clone will prompt you to launch your clone. In order for your 
clone to work properly on another machine, you must allow v.Clone to launch and install the VMware tools 
software. Wait for the clone to automatically reboot to complete the installation. Once your clone has been 
rebooted, you can take your Iomega hard drive with you and run “your PC” virtually anywhere you go*.

Launching

Once you have created your clone, you can take your Iomega hard drive with you and use your clone as if you were 
working on your computer—running your programs and accessing all your files. To use your clone as a virtual 
computer, you must launch a clone. To launch your clone:

	 1.	 Install the v.Clone software on the secondary computer—Administrator access is required. Follow the on-
screen instructions to complete the installation. v.Clone may require you to restart the computer once the 
installation is complete.

	 2.	 Launch the v.Clone software.

	 3.	 If you have more than one Iomega hard drive connected to your computer, select the desired drive from the 
v.Clone Drive drop-down list.



5	 4.	 From the  (Home) tab, click Launch to launch the latest clone. If you have more than one clone of the 
selected computer, go to the  (List of Clones) tab, select the desired clone and click Launch.

	 5.	 If you have created clones of more than one machine, select the computer you wish to launch from the 
Clones of drop-down list.

	 6.	 Click the Launch button.

	 7.	 The clone will launch in a new window where you can run applications and work with files.

Exploring

Exploring allows you to view the files and folders of a given clone. You can copy and paste files to and from the 
clone you are exploring and your computer. 

NOTE: The Explore option is not supported on Windows Vista and Windows 7 if the User Access Control (UAC) is 
enabled.

To explore your clone:

	 1.	 Install the v.Clone software on the host computer—Administrator access is required. Follow the on-
screen instructions to complete the installation. v.Clone may require you to restart the computer once the 
installation is complete.

	 2.	 Launch the v.Clone software.

	 3.	 Click the    (List of Clones) tab.

		

	 4.	 If you have more than one Iomega hard drive connected to your computer, select the desired drive from the 
v.Clone Drive drop-down list.

	 5.	 If you have created clones of more than one machine, select the computer you wish to launch from the 
Clones of drop-down list.

	 6.	 Click the Explore button.

	 7.	 If your primary computer’s hard drive contained more than one partition (drive letter), you will need to 
select the partition you wish to access.

	 8.	 A Windows Explorer window will open, displaying the contents of your clone. You can browse your disk 
image and copy files to and from the clone to your current work environment.

NOTE: When you are done exploring, click the Stop Explore button to close your clone.



6 Schedule & Data File Synchronization

By default, v.Clone will automatically synchronize files between your computer and the clone. You can configure 
v.Clone to automatically create a new clone based on a schedule you configure.

NOTE: v.Clone will only sync files contained in the key documents folders. See What Files and Folders Will Be 
Synchronized Automatically? for more information.

	Scheduled Clone Creation

	When scheduling is enabled,  v.Clone will automatically create a new clone of your primary hard drive at the 
scheduled time. Scheduled Clone Creation creates a complete new clone of your entire hard drive.

NOTE: When running on a laptop on battery power, the scheduled clone creation will not be started, since 
this process may take take several hours. The schedule clone creation requires that your Iomega Hard Drive is 
connected to the computer and the computer is powered on at the schedule start time.

To enable the creation of clones at a scheduled time:

	 1.	 Launch the v.Clone software.

	 2. 	Click the (Settings) tab.

		

	 3.	 Expand the Schedule & Data File Synchronization section by clicking the arrow at the right side of the 
heading.

		

	 4.	 Click the switch to turn the schedule ON. The schedule must be switched on to define a schedule.
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	 5.	 If you have not previously set a schedule, a Schedule pop-up displays. Choose the days and time that you 
want to automatically create a clone of your computer and click Apply.

		  The new schedule setting displays in the schedule field. New clones will be created automatically at the 
scheduled time.

	

	Manual Clone Creation

	To manually create a clone, launch the v.Clone software, then click the Create Clone button. v.Clone will create 
a clone of your computer’s primary hard drive on your Iomega hard drive. If you have more than one Iomega 
hard drive connected to your computer, select the desired drive from the v.Clone Drive drop-down list.

		

Troubleshooting

Visit http://www.Iomega.com/support for up-to-date information on v.Clone. Screen-by-screen descriptions of the 
v.Clone interface and other topics not covered by this usage guide are available in the v.Clone help system.

VMware Player compatibility

Iomega v.Clone uses a specific version of the VMware Player software. For best results use only the VMware 
Player that is installed with v.Clone. Your v.Clone disk image is not guaranteed to work with other versions of 
VMware Player. 



8 How Do I Resolve File Conflicts During Synchronization?

v.Clone will automatically sync files to the clone that have been changed in the My Documents folder (Windows 
XP) or Documents folder (Windows Vista and Windows 7) on the primary computer. If you have made changes 
to files in one of the key documents folders on the clone, the Files Changed screen will pop-up once v.Clone has 
started the sync process. In order to sync changed or new files from the clone to the primary computer, you need 
to choose an action to perform on each file or discard all changes. The available actions are:

	 •	 Copy a new file to the primary computer

	 •	 Replace a file already on the computer with the version on the clone

	 •	 Rename the file on the clone and then copy it to the computer

	 •	 Discard the file on the clone.

Once these file conflicts have been resolved, v.Clone will complete the sync process.
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